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Abstract

A new movement in learning support spaces at college and university libraries has not only been seen in
North America, but also in other countries. This has spread depending on the situation of each country because
of the development of information and communication technology and the quality assurance of higher education.

The purpose of this study is to examine the current situation and the background of learning support spaces
at college and university libraries in South Korea. We also aim to show problems to be solved to develop them
in the future. Bibliographic surveys and interviews with librarians at college and university libraries mainly in
Seoul were conducted for these purposes.

The learning support spaces at college and university libraries in South Korea are currently in information
commons stage which is the former one of learning commons. We explore problems that could adversely affect
the development for next step as follows; (1) Free from the conventional ideas of learning support which just
provide places for self-instruction, (2) Breakaway from traditional images of college and university libraries
regarding the institutional evaluations, and (3) Reconsideration of the role of student assistants.
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