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Building War Memory: An Analysis of Japanese Language Textbooks
in Japan’s Junior High School
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Abstract

This article discusses how the textbooks in the junior high schools built memory of wars by
analyzing the contents of the Japanese language textbooks approved for use in screening by
the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (Ministry of Education).
First, in the 2008 Curriculum Guideline of the Ministry of Education, there was no mention
of “war” and “peace”’in the field of Japanese language. Second, this article analyzed the war
literatures in the all 18 textbooks and found that (1) many works emphasized phases of anti-
war feelings and pacifism, (2) a number of works related to atomic bombing decreased, and (3)
the World War II was very focused. To build memory of war in Japan, on the one hand, it was
emphasized that not only battlefronts but also home front were influenced by war. On the
other hand, it was avoided that students learned the miseries a war causes.
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