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Development and evaluation of lesson for media literacy in high school

Ryo YAMAKI, Shigeyoshi TAKANO, Kazunori ONUKI, Kanae SUZUKI
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Abstract

Instruction in media literacy is important in today’s information society. The core of media
literacy is “critical thinking.” Media literacy instruction has ever been practiced. However,
such instruction has not been widely practiced in Japan. One reason for this shortage is the
unavailability of several lesson plans that teach critical thinking in a short period of time.

This study develops a lesson that will help students understand a key concept related to
media literacy, “Media are constructions.” In this lesson, students critically analyzed various
media contents regarding global warming. Seventy-eight high school students worked on this
lesson and evaluated it through a free description questionnaire after the lesson.

The results indicate that about 60% of students thought they understood the concept “Media
are constructions” based on this lesson. Moreover, about 40% of students took an interest
in constructing and handling information found in the media. Activities in which students
created and edited media content are necessary to promote an understanding of the key media
literacy concept “Media are constructions.”
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