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The Universal salvation in
“Standardized Rituals of the Supreme Yellow Register Retreat”
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Abstract

In China the Universal salvation has been attached importance, which is performed to give
consecrated meals to hungry ghosts and relieve them, who are apt to bring curses. This paper
intends to make clear the construction of the Universal salvation in “Standardized Rituals of the
Supreme Yellow Register Retreat”, which has been compiled early in Southern-Song Period,
in which Taoist Universal salvation rites were for the first time described in completed style.
In this paper the Universal salvation are divided in ‘summoning the dead souls, ‘curing their
disease’, ‘bathing’, ‘giving meals’, ‘preaching’, ‘sublimation’, ‘giving passports to Heaven’, and
paying attention to documents, which are reported to Heavenly gods, spells and contracts, the
construction of each rite is investigated. After surveying the whole story, it is compared with
the Buddhist Universal salvation rites, and characteristic of each rites are investigated.
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