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The Role of School Libraries in Supporting Inquiry-based Learning
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Abstract

This research study examines, using a case study, how a school library can effectively
support schoolteachers and students while conducting inquiry-based learning during
Integrated Studies classes. A school librarian at a private high school in Japan drew up a
supporting plan for inquiry-based learning during Integrated Studies classes; and based on the
plan, assisted with the course with the cooperation of classroom teachers. After the classes, the
teachers and students answered questionnaires, which we then statistically analyzed.

The results show that support from the school librarian was greatly appreciated by both
students and teachers. One of the reasons was that the school librarian actively encouraged
collaborative work by students engaged in inquiry-based learning; the results also suggest
that teachers and students expect the school librarian not simply to give students the correct
answers but to support them in finding out how to arrive at the solutions to their questions by
giving appropriate advice and guidance.
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