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English Program

Li Wang

Right Program, Right University and
Right Place — Turning Information
into Intelligence

am Li Wang, a PhD candidate in
the English Program of Library, Infor-
mation and Media Studies. | have
been truly enjoyed my study, research
and culture experience activities at
the University of Tsukuba. | come from
the City of Chicago, a culturally diver-
sified metropolitan area. Working for
the museum sector and community
development in North America and
Asia gave me unique occidental and
oriental perspectives as | was search-
ing for the best university for my doc-
toral program.

| love our Graduate School of
Library, Information and Media Stud-
ies for its frontier exploration in turn-
ing information into intelligence. As
we all learned, the third Industrial
revolution is also generating a great
impact on our traditional way of learn-
ing. The structure setup of our school
favors interdisciplinary teaching and
multicultural studies. The school’ s
leadership and faculty members are
experimenting with transformation
from autonomous disciplines with
well-defined academic borders, to col-
laborative networks whose partici-
pants come from various fields. At the
era of big data, the traditional meth-
odology to the study of phenomena is
beginning to give way to the system-
atic pursuit of big picture issues about

the nature of reality and the meaning
of existence. My PhD dissertation is
focused on Empowerment of Citizens
with Informatics-Transformation
Trend of MLA for Social Development
in the Information Age. Our school is
a leading global institute in dealing
with all emerging issues for our
future. Seminars, workshops and even
international conferences are con-
stantly held right on our campus. To
name a few examples, ICOFOM 2015
theme “Museology Exploring the
Concept of MLA (Museums-Libraries-
Archives)”, and ICADL 2016 theme
“Knowledge, Information and Data in
Open Access Society

| love the University of Tsukuba for
its foremost mission, which is to
provide an environment that educates
future global leaders to realize their
potential in full. Our university gives us
the opportunity develop our individu-
ality and skills through an education
that is backed by cutting-edge
research from throughout the world.
Our university's various global leader-
ship programs provide the talent and
insight for us to successfully navigate
humanity through developments,
which have been collectively focused
around the phenomenon of globaliza-
tion.

| love the Science City of Tsukuba for
its spirit of innovation. The regional
concentration of scientific research
allows us

institutes to promote

collaboration among industry,

academia and government, and
actively contribute to society while
continuing to strengthen our educa-
tion and research capacity. Over the
past several decades, Tsukuba has
become one of the world's key sites
for government-industry collabora-
tions in basic research. The City of
Tsukuba has been nicknamed the
Second Silicon Valley.

The key drivers of social develop-
ment consist of Politics, Economy,
Knowledge and Media. We are in a
transition from an old era; an industrial
society, to a new era; an information
society. Today, social media, digital
mobility, cloud computing and big
data are changing the very ways
people work and even think. | appreci-
ate this great opportunity to complete
the highest academic program of my
life at our school. | feel deeply blessed
for my truly rich experience at the

University of Tsukuba.
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Kamaliah Yusoff

Experience Studying at the Gradu-
ate School of Library, Information
and Media Studies

| have successfully obtained a Masters
degree from the Library, Information and
Media Studies graduate school in
September 2016. Enrolled at this gradu-
ate school, | experienced a new different
world as this was my first time to study
abroad. Apart from that, studying in Japan
was actually a challenge for me as | did
not learn Japanese during my previous
study. Fortunately, the English program
offered by University of Tsukuba gave me
an opportunity to experience studying
using English as medium of language
while living in Japan.

Although | graduated as a Computer
Science student from private university in
my country Malaysia, | have developed an
interest to pursue another area which is
library science. | decided to continue my
Masters degree at University of Tsukuba
after searching through a list of universi-
tiesin Japan. The main reason why | chose
Japan because of its beautiful places and
the kindness of local people that | have
experienced during a trip to Osaka. As for
the University of Tsukuba, the courses
offered by this graduate school were
considered interdisciplinary which mean |
could learn core subjects related to library
science and also other various subjects
related to information area such as
information seeking, media education,
speech and audio processing and so on.

While learning about media education,

topics about media literacy fascinate me:
how one particular information could be
interpreted into many different mean-
ings; how those interpretations affect and
shape public opinion; and, how to
effectively and efficiently convey the true
meaning of the media. With those
interests | chose to research about
information literacy for my Masters disser-
tation. Specifically as a beginning for me,
the focus was on how information literacy
was taught at senior high school. | did
research and survey at selected number
of international schools and Japanese
public schools.

With the support from my supervisor
and laboratory members, | have learned a
lot of new things and gained useful
knowledge during my research and while
writing the dissertation. The things | have
learned made me clear about my weak-
nesses which | should improve to
become better. | truly enjoyed this new
experience of doing research in library
science at this graduate school. Not to
forget, the university staff and the faculty
staff in University of Tsukuba were very
helpful which made me feel supported
from every aspect while studying here.
Apart from that, University of Tsukuba has
a conducive and suitable environment to
ensure students can enjoy their academic
life.
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