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An Analysis of Collection of English Books of
Amami Ryukyuan-American Cultural Center

— From the Perspective of Public Diplomacy of the United States —
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Abstract

This paper aims to clarify how, Amami Ryukyuan-American Cultural Center (the Center),
established during the American occupation under the government by the United States Civil
Administration of the Ryukyu Islands, reflected the purposes of American public diplomacy in
the early phase of the Cold War, with the analysis of collection organization of English books of
the Center.

The analysis shows that the collection had many books that provided information about
the United States, including the books about American geography and history, biographies of
many Americans, and American literature. This finding implies that the part of the collection of
English books of the Center reflected the purpose of the public diplomacy of the United States
at that time, focused on the dissemination of information that promotes the understanding and
trust toward the United States. On the other hand, the Center had few English books for anti-
Soviet and anti-communism, contrary to the notion that the Center would provide books that
describe the negative aspects of the Soviet and/or communism.

Thus, more future critical studies will be required about the perspectives of those who
selected books and the procedures for the book selection for the Center.
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