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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the current state and trends in the management of resource
collections related to undergraduate courses and the usage of course syllabi as a tool for
book selection at the academic libraries in Japan. The following three sets of research have
been conducted from August 2021 to March 2022: 1) Internet-based data collection research
(quantitative research), in which related information publicly available on 767 university
websites and other relevant sites was gathered, 2) Semi-structured interviews with 27
librarians from 18 academic libraries, 3) Questionnaire survey with 256 responses (34.8%
valid response rate) from 713 undergraduate students belonging to three private universities.
Results showed that around 60% of the libraries at 767 universities were offering some resource
collections, especially for undergraduate education;40% of those collections can be categorized
into “reserved books” supporting the undergraduate curriculum. Additionally, Japanese style
reserved books are not necessarily required for class assignments but rather optional or
unrelated. Results also indicated that many libraries use syllabi as a book selection tool, but
often information of the required books is not given in the syllabi, and undergraduate students
tend not to read the books listed in the syllabi unless they are so required.
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