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Kant's Constitutive / Regulative Principles
and Kimura Motomori's Educational Philosophy

Exploring Potential Connections with Nakai Masakazu
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Abstract
This paper clarifies the significance and challenges of idealism, affirming inquiry, with
reference to the educational philosophy of Kimura Motomori in the Kyoto School.

Kimura, who taught Studies of Education at Kyoto Imperial University, regarded Kant's
regulative principle—implying a continuous approach towards ideals—as Eros. However,
the regulative principle encompasses an aspect of incompleteness, inducing a sense of
helplessness, as an unfinished individual defines the meaning of continually striving to get
as close to the ideal as possible, and unreachable it. This unreachable leads to a feeling of
helplessness, therefore Kimura attempts to resolve this using Hegel's concrete universals (the
constitutive principle that Kant rejected as an approach to ideals), signifying completeness,
which he calls agape. However, a critique of Hegel argued that it only circulates and does
not progress. In response, Kimura tries to integrate Kant's regulative principle into Hegel's
concrete universals. The complementary use of the regulative principle and constitutive
principle is termed “Hyougenai”. Kimura also pointed out that this becomes “Kyouikuai” when
the target is an immature individual.

Nonetheless, Kimura stated the complementarity of Eros and Agape as “Agape envelops
Eros”. This expression encountered issues with the influence of completeness in Nishida's

717



B A 7 1 7 BFE2L (1) 20234

theory. This paper points out that this problem can be overcome by the theory of “purposiveness
without a purpose” proposed by Nakai Masakazu of the Kyoto School. Furthermore, this paper
suggests that the reason for Tanabe Hajime’s discussion of Mallarmé in his later years can
be found as an extension of the discussion of Eros and Agape, based on Valéry's “Aesthetic
Infinity”, which was influenced by Mallarmé.
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