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How Do Children's Book Publishers Position Books for School Libraries?
: Focusing on editorial companies which plan, edit and print the books for school libraries
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Abstract

In the past study, we pointed out the reality of the situation of how school libraries are becoming a for-profit
place for publishers specializing in children's books. The purpose of this study is to develop the past study further
by carefully examining the relationship between children 1 s book publishers and editorial companies and whether
each party is profit-oriented or value-oriented. I conducted interviews with two children's book publishers and two
editorial companies. As a result, we propose a new hypothesis.
1. So-called “publishers specializing in children's books” which are virtually all-round publishers have their own
intention patterns that are different from those of traditional ones.
2. A contradiction exists between the intention of publishers and editorial companies as they create books for
school libraries. Therefore, a trade-off relationship arises in which one side is profit-oriented while the other side is
value-oriented.

Result one indicates a new direction refining the past study. Result two suggests that the value-oriented behaviors
of editorial companies relatively stands out in the publication process of the books for school libraries, though an
economical relationship between contractor and subcontractor severely exists.
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