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A study on the Kosode design inspired by Noh lyrics, found in a book of patterns
from the Edo period: Focus on Kakitsubata (iris) motif

Takako ENDO, Toyoaki WATANUKI

Wik

A OFEIE L, LR E 8 LMo RARIRICHEIIZE D HIFsNTwv b, MMl
MAEZZDIZHIoT, TOFEIFEATELWVIZO22bLT, SNFTINIESEH T
MRIE I N TV v, EZTEX,OLEBUEM (1666 — 1800) F ToO/MUFEIEAIC
F =TI LR R L7z 2 OfR. BESRYTA S LRRIEIEIE AT RO, MEtiyic
ALE [PEDIE] Lo DLV ERHL NI R o7z, [ EDIE7:] oM, [FEYEE
EHETHET Y I TH D, [FEWFE] L ESEER DR AEA VRS LB S NS L) 12k > 72,
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Abstract

Kosode (small sleeve kimono) designs inspired by Noh lyrics were found in pattern books
(Hinagata-bon) for Kosode design throughout the Edo period. Although this is an essential
aspect in Kosode patterns, until now no such study has been conducted. This paper examines
the use of Noh lyrics as motifs for Kosode during the period from the Kanbun era to the Kansei
era (1666-1800). Eighty designs based on Noh lyrics were found; the Kakitsubata motif was
the most commonly used. The source of Kakitsubata is found in episode 9 of ‘Azumakudari
from The Tales of Ise, an anthology from the Heian period. A pictorial version of The Tales of
Ise has been published extensively since the Kanbun era; thus it can be thought that there is
a relation between trends in Kosode design and the popularity of The Tales of Ise at that time.
This paper presents an analysis of the Kakitsubata design in the illustrations of the book in
relation to the lyrics of the Noh play song Kakitsubata.
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