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Development of a Visual Expression Learning
Program for Junior High School Students
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Abstract

This study aims at the development of a program that teaches visual expression to junior
high school students. The program is composed of three stages: (1) pre-production (learning
of script writing and visual grammar), (2) production (filming), and (3) post-production
(editing and presentation). After a four-year empirical trial, the program was improved based
on an assessment by visual expression specialists. It was suggested, during the program
improvement process, that it is necessary to include the following components in the
learning of visual expression: in the pre-production stage, video teaching aids to promote the
understanding of visual grammar, and “filming experience”; in the production stage, the “use
of consumer cameras” for improvement in student mastery of operational skills; and in the
post-production stage, “editing experience” to deepen the understanding of intercut continuity.
In the 4th year evaluation of the program conducted by the four-year trial participants, the
components of the developed program received high commendation.
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