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Correlation between economic conditions and school library development
in each municipality
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Abstract

This study compares and analyzes municipalities’ economic conditions and school library
development to identify relevant policy trends, employing statistical analysis of existing
data from the Japan School Library Association’s “Survey on School Library Development
Policies.” The book budget per pupil and taxable income per taxpayer were calculated for
each municipality using e-Stat, a government statistics database. The research questions
were: RQ1: Does school library development differ among the eight regions/prefectures/
municipalities? RQ2: What is the relationship between book budget per pupil and libraries'
operational categories? RQ3: Is there any correlation between school library development
and municipalities' economic conditions? The results were: (1) prefectures’ book budgets
are standardized, with some regions having it standardized while others do not; (2) school
libraries’ management policies suggest the influence of local governments in their schools’
libraries; ( 3) local government policies are divided into those that spend on purchase of
materials and those that spend on staffing, training, and operations; and ( 4 ) the lower the
taxable income per taxpayer, the more money spent on the purchase of materials, and the
higher the taxable income per taxpayer, the more money spent on staffing, training, and
operations.
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